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Betty Muller 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -
Betty George Muller, 90, of 
Scottsdale, Arizona, for-
merly of Charleston, passed 
away peacefully on Tuesday, 
September 29, 2015, while 
a resident at 
The Retreat at 
Desert Cove in 
Scottsdale. A 
memorial ser-
vice honoring 
and celebrating 
her life will be 
held on Satur-
day, November 
28, 2015, at 11 
am at Mountain 
View Presby-
terian Church 
in Scottsdale. 
It is requested 
Muller that thoughtful 
donations in 
her honor be made to Hospice 
of the Valley, 1510 East Flower 
Street, Phoenix, Arizona 
85014. Donation forms are 
available at www.hov.org. 
Betty Frances George was 
born December 17, 1924, in 
Sumter, South Carolina, to the 
late Jerome Milton and Bes-
sie Serena (Hendrix) George. 
She was first married to Asa 
M. Ruyle, Jr. and, later, to Sy 
Muller. Both preceded her in 
death. She is survived by her 
son, George (Jennifer) Ruyle 
of Tucson, AZ; daughters Jane 
(Larry) Reynolds of Scottsdale, 
AZ, and Tina (Ron) Best of 
Charleston; six grandchildren, 
Amy (Jeremy) Hannah of 
Anthem, AZ; Bryce (Shartle) 
Best of Queen Creek, AZ; Kelly 
(Jon) Hutti of Charleston; 
Emily (Zach) Jerome of Port-
land, OR; Jordan (Levi) Breske 
of Gilbert, AZ; and Chris Ruyle 
of Tucson, AZ; four great-
grandchildren, Alex and Heidi 
Hannah and Claire and Magu-
ire Best; and a brother, Allen 
(Linda) George of Durham, NC. 
In addition to her parents and 
husbands, she was preceded 
in death by three brothers, 
Jerome, Billy, and John George; 
and a sister, Christine McCall. 
During her early years, 
Betty lived with her family 
in Bishopville, SC, and then 
Winnsboro, SC, where she 
graduated from the Mt. Zion 
Institute. She earned a BA 
from the University of South 
Carolina and an MA from 
East Carolina University. Her 
first job was at the YWCA 
in Washington, DC. Betty 
moved to Charleston with her 
first husband, Asa, and three 
children in 1956. She went on 
to become an accomplished 
physical education teacher, 
first at Paris High School, 
and later at Buzzard Labora-
tory School associated with 
Eastern Illinois University. 
Upon the closure of the Lab 
School in 1974, she joined the 
EIU Department of Physical 
Education, where she com-
pleted her teaching career as 
an assistant professor. Betty 
loved teaching students of all 
ages to appreciate and enjoy 
physical education and, espe-
cially, preparing those of her 
students planning to pursue 
careers as physical education 
teachers themselves. In addi-
tion to working at the Lab 
School and EIU, she also spent 
many years teaching swim 
lessons to infants through 
adults and toddler gymnastics 
to children in the Charleston 
community. After retiring from 
EIU in 1987, Betty continued 
to work part time for Eastern 
coordinating student teachers, 
and she and her second hus-
band, Sy, also co-owned and 
managed The Palmetto Motor 
Inn, an ocean front motel in 
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. 
Subsequent to these endeavors 
shereallyretired,movingto 
Scottsdale in 1992. Above all 
of these accomplishments, she 
was Mimi, beloved mother of 
three, grandmother of six, and 
great grandmother to four. Her 
family was everything to her 
and she was dedicated to their 
well-being until the end of her 
well-lived life. They have all 
been immeasurable enriched 
by knowing her and will miss 
her greatly. 
To leave condolences online, 
visit www.jg-tc.com, click on 
obituaries, select the individ-
ual's name and click on "View 
Signatures!' 
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